
in to  thc gar< lcn to  fcrch a cabbage arr r I  r . t rcr r  l i t rcd r l r r . , r .11 1
piccc ' [  honrc.curcd bacon fronr t lrc biackcncd bcarrr r ' l rcrc
it  hung. !Vl: i lc rhss-- ,r 'ere cooking, Baucis set our hcr bcsr
dcl icncics on rhc rable. There rvcre r ipe ol ives, sour chcrrics
picklcd in rvine, f iesh onions and radishes, cream chcesc, and
cggs bakcd in thc ashcs of t lre f ire, There was a big carrhcn-
rvarc borvl in t lrc nrit lst of t lre tablc to mix their crrrt lc, trornc.
nrac lc  rv inc rv i r l r  rvatcr .

Tlre sccon-t coursc hac! to bc [ruit,  but thcra,.r,cr-b nurs, f igs,
dricd cl;rtcs,.plums, grapes. arrd aPplcs, {or this rvas their bcst
season o[ the ycar'.  .Philcmon hari evcn had ir in rnind to ki l l
thcir only goose for rJinncr, and thcre tvas a Frexr squsrvlcing
ancl cackl ing that wen! on for a long t imc. Poor olcl Philcrnon
worc lr imself out trying ro carch that goosc, but sonrchorv rhe
anirnal alrvays got arvay frorn lr irn unii l  the gLrcs(s irudc lr im
let it bc, for thc'y rvcrc rvell sen,ed, as ir rvas. It r''as a good
rnr: i f ,  and the old couple kept prcssi irg t ircir lr ics(s ro car aud
clr ink, caring' irothing thnr rhey rverc norv corrsunring in one
day rvhat rrnulcl ordinari lv last thcm a rrcck.

At lasc t l te rvine scnk lorv in the nrixing borv!, and I 'hi le-
mon rose to l 'ctclr.sorl le rnol 'c. IJrrt to his astorrislrnrcrrt a.s hc
l i f tcd thc rvincskin ro 1>orrr, he fotrnd the borvl rvas [ul l  again
as though it lrad not, bccn touchcd at all. Then hc kricrv tlre

t\vo s[rengers nrusl bc gocls. ancl he and lJaucis were arved

and afraid, 'But tlie gocls snriled. kindly at thcrn, and the

yollnger, rvho seemed to do most o[ dre talking, said, "Philc-

mon, yorr have w'elcorned us bencath your rool tlris day rvhen

richer men refuscd irs shelrer. Be cure thoie shall be pun-

ished'rvho tvould not help the wandcring stranger, but you

i l
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. i , . r l l  t r . r 'c rr ' l l : r t , : r 'cr  rcrr :r t r l  1. ' l r  c l rnosr: .  . l -c l l  
t rs rr . t*r t  yorr rv i l l

l r . rvc."
' l ' 'c old rn:rn trrougrrt for a l ittrc rvitrr ' is e1,c.s bc'r o, the

glorrncl, and then he said: ,.We havc l ivccl togcrhcr lrcrc for
rnany yrurJ, hapPy. evcn ttrotrgh trrc Lirrrcs rra'e bccn trar<r.
But never yct clid tee sce fit ro turn a slrangcr fro,, o,,, ,","or ro scek a rcr*ard for eulcrtaini 'g rrir ' . Tn 'a'c s'r-:kcnr' it. t 'c im'rortars facc to f:rcc is n ir, i,rg f.ru ,r,.n .-,n bunr,of' I '  t lr is .snrail cor.:rgc, rrtr.rbrc trro,,gri it ir, ttr. '*1,',,r ,r.u"sat ,.t nreat. lt i9, 

1l 
rr 'rvort.y of t 'c tto'or o, .,,J nr". If,thercfore, you rvill clo somcthing for rrs, turn trris cott;rge irrroa tcmplc r*here trre gorrs rnay alrvays bc scrvcir r,r,r ,;,.,"re wemay l ive orr t  t r re ' rcmaindcr of  our crays in,r 'ors l r i .  . [  t r rcrn. , ,'  "You havc spokcn tvcll,,, sairl l trcrmcs, ..and 

1,otr sh:rl l lraveyour rvish' \ 'ct is therc nc,t alrything tirat you rvoulcl tresirei i i r  yorlrselves?',

Pl: i icrnon rhorrght ;rgairr ar r.his, stroking lr is srrrggly bc;rrcl,anr i  he grar iced over  nt  or r l  l l r r rc is  rv i t r r  r rcr  t r r i r r ,  gr .cy I ra i ranr j  i rer  rougrr  r ranrrs  as s l rc  sr : rvcrr  a t  r r rc  tabrc,  r rcr  lcc t  b ; r reorr t lr t '  t ' ! .or of trrr lr lcn cat.trr.  . . i l rc 
rr;rvc l ivcrl tosctlrcr forrnat ' ry  years, "  hc sa id agnin,  "a l< l  i *  a l l  t r ra t  t i r r rc  t r rc 'e  r ras'cvcr bcen a rvort l  of arrgcr bc[-,vcc, rrs. Norv, at last, \ \ ,e aregrorv ing o ld and our  lo .g cor : r1x ' io 's l r ip> is  co ' i r rg  ro anencl '  I t  is t lre onry thing trrar rras rrerpc<r rr.s i .  trrc bad rirnesand t ire $ource, of our joy in t 'c goocl. Gr;rnt rrs r lr is onercciucst, that rvhen lve come to cjie

same hour and niirhcr or us bc rcrt il-",T11^J::i:1, :: 
'^-

FIe lool led ar Baucis ancr s'e 'odtred in approval, so trrcold couple turned their eycs on the gods.
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"It shall bc as you <lesirc,,,l.said Hcrmg; lF#,rncn woirta i
have'ntadc srrclr a ,,  I'; i; il ;il,:::: il;il':iT:fr::ilk; ". rs,,,,.;, 1arnazcd ar the.changc, came'often.to.ooolripl"rra-1.i, oflcr. r '

rngs lor the strpport'of lrre:agccr priest and priestess trrcie. i.
For rnany ycrrs lSaucis ancl prrilcnron rived in:peade, passing.! ,from old.ro cxrrerne olcl age.,At.rrtt;.,itrcy, rrere so old an6j1,,'
borvctl that it secrrrcct tlrey could only,'rvalls.at all if thly'.:.,'
clutche<l onc anothcr., But sti l l  every.cvcning,they wouldJ..;
shtrflle a'lrttlc rvay clorvn the path that they mrglrt rurn urd';],.'
look togctlrer ar thc bcautiful littlc tenrplc'an.l proisc the ,l
gods for thc honor bcstorverl on thcm.; one evenirig it took,'I
tlrt m longcr tha' cvcr to rcach thc usuil spot, a'd ,ti.r" thc)rii , ,
turrrcd a'rn i* ai 'rn to took uack; rhinkingi:erhaps ihat it,orJ.tt
thc last t irne thcir l irrrbs rvourd srpport them so far. Thercl: ' ,
as thcy srood, each onc,fclt trre.othcr stiffen ana cninge and 

'

only had tinrc ro ttrrn nnd sry once,. ..Farcrvcll;,, tlefore tl.rey .
<iisanpcarccl. Irr tirei,:' iriact: it+.rtr r.,v* taii treer g{.c=oin6
closclv side Ly side rvirh .L.ranclrcs irrteriaced. nrey scemcd
to rrod and whibpcr to each orher in the passing breeze.


